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How Did Abraham Become Himself? 

Genesis 12:1-7, 15:1-6, 21:1-3, 22:1-8 

Good morning, men. On the way in I was following a car and it was turning toward the Civic Center. I 

figured it was probably coming to the civic center until I saw the bumper sticker that said, “Smile if you 

are not wearing any underwear.” I never saw that one before. It was their little attempt to be wild and 

crazy.  

We are starting a new series this morning. The series is called, “The Man Who Became Himself.” The 

text for the series is 2 Corinthians 5:17:  “If any man be in Christ he is a new creation.” It has been my 

experience, and I am pretty sure it is your experience, too, that the vast majority of men who are in 

Christ want to be a new creation. They want to be a new creation and they get occasional glimpses of 

that, but somehow they feel pent up. Most guys feel like they have this tightly coiled spring inside of 

them; something that wants to let go. They feel coiled up. They want to let go, but they are not quite 

sure how to release the power of God in every direction in their lives. That is what we want to talk about 

in this series. How do you release the power of God in every direction? The subtitle of the series is: 

realize the God-given potential of your manhood.  

I spent quite a bit of time this week with a man who encouraged his wife to sleep with another man. 

Then he had a child with his housekeeper, and later abandoned the child. He then pretended to be 

single in order to save his own skin. I want to introduce you to this man. His name is Abraham. The title 

of this first message today is, “How Did Abraham Become Himself?” 

We want to start this series with Abraham because it is the logical place to start. He is the father of our 

faith. Abraham is the first Christian. Abraham believed in the God of prophecy – the Messiah of 

prophecy. We believe in the Messiah of history, and he believed in Jesus. 

We are not going to be able to cover everything about Abraham, although I would love to, but take my 

word that the New Testament says Abraham was anticipating the day of Jesus Christ. 

Abraham is the father of our faith. The foundation of the Christian life is faith. Everything starts by 

having faith in God. What did Abraham face that we face, and what did he do that we can also do? 

ABRAHAM’S THREE LIFE-CHANGING ENCOUNTERS 

The first thing I want us to take a look at are three life-changing encounters that Abraham had. The first 

one is in Genesis 12:1-4, and Abraham has been living in a place called Harron.  

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to 

the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
 
I will bless those who bless you, and 



whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
  
So Abram 

went, as the LORD had told him. 

In the first encounter we look at we see that God is sovereignly intervening in the life of Abram, drawing 

him to leave what is familiar and go to a new land. He also makes a promise – a promise to bless him 

and to take care of him. The decision that Abram faces at this point is does he believe God and make this 

choice to leave the familiar; to go to this unknown place – going without knowing? He wonders, Do I 

believe God in the face of these unbelievable circumstances? We know that he did. Hebrews 11:8 says, 

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and 

went, even though he did not know where he was going.” 

How many times have you been faced with the situation when you felt like God was calling you to go 

someplace, and to do something but you had no idea what you were getting into? And you did it by 

faith. You did it because you believed God in the face of these unbelievable circumstances.  

There is a parallel here, too, because Jesus gives three examples in Luke 14 that you cannot be His 

disciple unless you leave everything and follow Him. This is part of what it means to be ourselves. It 

means to abandon the familiar and believe God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. 

Let’s look at a second encounter in Genesis 15:1. After this promise, Abraham makes the move and he 

goes to this land Canaan, this Promised Land. There was a famine there and he ends up going down to 

Egypt where he let another man sleep with his wife. Then he ends up back in this land. Genesis 15:1: 

“After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 

shield, your very great reward.” He is called Abram until he is 99 year old when God changes his name to 

Abraham.  

Continuing in Genesis 15:2:  “But Abram said, ‘Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit
 
my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have 

given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.’” 

Abraham is about 75 years of age when he leaves his familiar surroundings and goes to this new land. 

We do not know exactly how old he is here, but he is over 75. He lived to be 175 years of age so he is 

still a relatively young guy at this point. God tells him that he is going to have an heir, and we read in 

Genesis 15:5 that God took Abram outside and told him to look up at the heavens and count the stars. 

Have you ever seen the stars in a place where there is no light and it looks like the entire sky has been 

peppered by stars? God told Abraham, “So shall your offspring be.” He is making him this incredible 

promise. 

Abraham is older than 75 years old, his wife is barren and he has no kids. Now this is believing God in 

the face of unbelievable circumstances. But it says in Genesis 15:6 that Abram believed the Lord and he 

credited it to him as righteousness. This is the faith moment. This is the formation of the community of 

which we are part.  



This is the seminal moment when he puts his faith into God, and this is what the New Testament refers 

back to over and over again why he is the father of our faith.  

The decision that he was faced with here is when God made this huge promise. He must have asked 

himself, “Do I believe God’s great promise for the invisible future, or do I cling to the visible present?” 

Each of us every day has this exact same decision we have to make. Will we believe God’s great promise 

for the invisible future, or will we cling to the visible present?  

The big idea today is a man becomes himself by believing God in the face of unbelievable 

circumstances. How could Abraham possibly have the courage to leave everything familiar and go to 

this land? God will eventually show him where it is, but Abraham at this time does not even where it is. 

God told him in his years that he is going to be the father of a son. About ten years later, when he is 85 

years old, he still has not had a son. He sleeps with his housekeeper, and has Ishmael from whom the 

Muslim religion develops. He later abandons this son. Then when he turns 99 years of age, three angels 

come to visit him to reaffirm this covenant—this promise—that he is going to have a son. When he is 

100 years of age he finally has a son.  

Can you imagine having God promise you something, and now 25 years go by and it still has not come to 

pass? At 100 years of age he has a son, and in our years it is probably like being 45, or maybe in the early 

40’s. Generally speaking, he would be beyond the years of having kids, but it is not impossible. It 

certainly was not impossible for him because it happened. His wife was barren and she now was able to 

have a child.  

Look at Genesis 21:1:  “Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah 

what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very 

time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.” 

The third encounter is in Genesis 22. God decides to test the faith of Abraham just like he tests the faith 

of every one of us. Part of the way we become ourselves is by being tested by God. Not so much that He 

can find out what is in us but so that we can find out what is in us. God tests Abraham. God will never 

test any person in this room, or in this world, or from this day forward, or from many days past this way, 

but he did test Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his one and only son. The decision that Abraham is 

now faced with is sacrificing the child of his promise.  

He has been hanging on and believing God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. He is thinking, I’m 

childless, and my wife wept herself to sleep night after night because we couldn’t have children. I’ve had 

this hurt in my heart and I’ve carried this ache around in my heart for decades. I believed God and I 

trusted Him for this thing I wanted so much – this desire and longing in my heart. “Hope deferred makes 

the heart sick but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.” Proverbs 13:12. It finally happened that he had a 

child and now God is testing him, and asking him to sacrifice his very own son – the thing he had wanted 

and longed for. The decision before him is this, and this is the decision before all of us:  Am I willing to 

give up the one thing I most want to keep?  



A man becomes himself by believing God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. Read with me in 

Hebrews 11:8-12. 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed 

and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the 

promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 
 
For he was looking forward to the city with 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. And by faith even Sarah, who was past 

childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she
 
considered him faithful who had 

made the promise. And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

Continue in Verse 17:  “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 

embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, ‘It 

is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’
 
Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the 

dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.” 

Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking he did receive Isaac back 

from the dead. He took his son up to Mt. Moriah, which tradition has it, is the huge rock that is on the 

Temple Mount today under the Dome of the Rock. In fact, this is my little memento of that when we 

walked away from seeing the giant rock. How many of you have seen the rock there at the Temple 

Mount? Quite a few of you. We walk out and we are standing around in our tour group, and I feel this 

sting on my calf and look down and see this little rock. I looked around and saw two little Palestinian 

kids with a slingshot. They were trying to trigger an international incident, so this is my little memento of 

Mt. Moriah.  

Abraham took his son to this traditional location, bound him up and went for the knife. God said, 

“Abraham, Abraham.” Abraham said, “Here I am.” God said now I know, and pointed him to a ram 

caught in the thickets and was able to sacrifice that instead of his own son. He spared his son. A man 

becomes himself by believing God in the face of unbelievable circumstances.  

WHAT LESSONS CAN WE TAKE AWAY ABOUT BECOMING OURSELVES?  

What lessons can we take away from Abraham about becoming ourselves? There are many, but the first 

thing is to be aware of is that we are going to have many, many life-changing encounters with God. 

There will be seasons of our lives where we have life-changing encounters with God every day. There 

will be seasons of our lives where we are in a wilderness. We might be like Moses for forty years without 

any life-changing encounters with God. The question is will we believe God when the circumstances 

seem unbelievable? 

Second, our lives are revealed in stages. You can see this in the life of Moses. It is a pilgrimage. It is a 

progressive journey.  



I was with a young man who was 25-years-old. He grew up in a Christian home and had two children of 

his own. In 2009 he was listening to a video broadcast (not ours) and he felt the spirit of God come on 

him and break him. He yielded his life and really, truly and earnestly put his faith in Christ in a radical, 

transforming way. God has been turning his life upside down since 2009. 

Here is the problem. The day I met him a couple of weeks ago, he was really down and discouraged 

because he has been completely unable to find a niche vocationally. A vocation is a calling. He has been 

doing all of these different things, and does not know what God wants him to do. He is basically going 

through a vocational wilderness experience. I believe we came together for a reason. I spent some time 

talking to him about Bible-time. I spent some time talking to him about how when we build shakable 

kingdoms it seems like a disaster if you are not in Christ.  

I told him when a man is in Christ he becomes a new creation, but that means the old creation has to be 

broken up. That can be very painful. He was going through all that pain. He had built a shakable kingdom 

with created things, and now God, in His grace and faith, was removing the shakable kingdom so the 

unshakable may remain. It is a blessing, not a curse. He thought he was under a curse. I told him no, this 

is God’s blessing. God loves you so much He is willing in His grace to remove all these things we think are 

circumstances of success. But God is more interested in the success of our character instead of the 

success of our circumstances. He will gladly sacrifice your circumstance to get to your character. That 

does not mean He is not interested in your circumstances. He is extremely interested. He says His 

purpose is that you might have a rich and satisfying life. Jesus is very interested in your circumstances, 

but He is never going to give you success at the sacrifice of your soul. The soul is the goal.  

He went away encouraged. You should go away encouraged, too, because it is progressive and being 

revealed in stages. 

Remember, our lives are not our own. We are each a small part of life – we are a subplot. We are not 

the plot, we are the subplot. We are a part of the larger picture of God’s redemptive plan in the world. 

In the words of Oswald Chambers, let us become “broken bread, and poured-out wine.” We are in the 

words of Mother Theresa, “Like a little pencil in the hand of God.” 

The upshot is in my own case as a real estate developer, I thought that life was my own. Then I became 

a follower of Jesus and I continued to think my life was my own. I saw Jesus as a personal assistant. He 

was somebody to come alongside me to help me achieve my dreams, plans and ambitions. Looking 

back, I can see He kept trying to give me signals – signs that it was not the way to go.  

Finally, He got my attention. I thought I was going to be a real estate developer for the rest of my life. I 

never really wanted to be anything else, once I decided to be that, but God had other plans. He crushed 

me in that. He actually called me out of that. I would not actually move quickly enough so He decided to 

crush me and help me to move. The sentence I use to describe my life is this:  Because God is good my 

life hasn’t turned out as I planned. Everybody in this room can say that. Because He is good our lives do 

not turn out as we plan. One of the big takeaways from this story of Abraham is we become ourselves by 

becoming who God wants us to be in His redemptive plan; not who He wants us to be in our little 

subplot. 



Another thing we can learn about ourselves from Abraham is that we are going to sin and make 

mistakes, and we are going to hurt people. But that does not disqualify us from being part of God’s 

family. It does not disqualify us from grace. Today’s texts put questions to Abraham. What is the 

question that these texts put to you? 

The first question is:  are you willing to believe God in the face of unbelievable circumstances? That is 

what faith is. Are you willing to believe God’s greater promise for your life which is invisible, or cling to 

the visible present? Finally, are you willing to trust God when He tests you? These are the three great 

questions that He put to Abraham. These are the three great questions that He puts to us, and part of 

what it means to be ourselves is to answer these questions the way that Abraham answered them. 

Abraham becomes himself by believing God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. 

I cannot imagine what some of you feel like you are facing right now. The problem is you have not just 

been facing this for a day, or a week, or a month, or even a year, but you now have been facing this 

challenge that you have – this problem, this ache that you have year after year. Maybe it has been a 

decade or two decades. Maybe it is an addiction to pornography. Maybe you are like the guy I met who 

when he was ten years old was playing in a storm sewer and found a rolled up magazine and opened it 

up. Satan just put his hooks into his heart that day, and now in his 30s, he still daily struggles with this 

addiction to pornography. Maybe your problem is a relationship that has been broken for decades. You 

ache; you want to be reconciled with the person but they do not want to be reconciled with you. Will 

you believe God in the face of unbelievable circumstances? That is what faith is, and that is how we 

become ourselves. We become ourselves by believing God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. 

HOW CAN THIS RELEASE THE POWER OF GOD IN YOUR LIFE? 

Finally, how can we release this power of God in our lives?  

Number one is the big idea. Number two: give it a few more years. I meet men all the time who are so 

impatient for change that they are making these huge decisions – to close a business, to cut off a child, 

to divorce a woman, to bail out on a home mortgage – because they are just impatient. They are not 

willing to wait on God.  

God is testing you. He might test you for decades. Will you wait a few more years? If you want to release 

the power of God in your life, trust God. Put your faith in God. Wait on God. Let the power of the Holy 

Spirit give you love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. 

This power is already within you. I just heard my pastor say this:  Billy Graham was being complimented 

on being so patient. He said, “I don’t have any more patience than anyone else. I just use mine.”  

You already have the Holy Spirit in you if you are in Christ. He wants to make you a new creation and he 

wants to release all the power. Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. He wants to be released, 

and He is released by faith and by trusting in Him. Do you trust Him? Will you trust Him?  

Young men, it takes a long time. One of the problems is that it can feel like abandonment. It often does 

feel like God has abandoned us. God has not abandoned you. God will never abandon you. It takes time. 



If you are young in the faith the temptation is to take matters into your own hands. That is a 

tremendous temptation for all of us, especially if you are younger in your faith, to take matters into your 

own hands.  

If we never had spiritual experiences and never felt the real presence of God; if we never felt our pulse 

quicken by a verse of Scripture, or never saw our lives change; if we never saw other believers making 

amazing sacrifices for their faith, or never had God answer a prayer; if we never saw someone’s life 

transform before our eyes, or never witnessed the faith community serving the needs of the poor and 

distressed; if we never felt the cleansing from sin, or never had a stronghold broken; if we never had our 

hearts strangely warm, or never had someone love us at our worst; then yes, it would be hard to have 

faith. But having had all these things it is now more difficult to doubt than to believe. The advantage, 

young guys, of walking with God in faith over the years is that you actually come to a place where it is 

harder to doubt God than it is to believe Him, because you have seen Him act so many times before. 

That is how we become ourselves. A man becomes himself by believing God in the face of unbelievable 

circumstances.  

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let’s pray. 

Father, thank You so much for Abraham, and showing us how Abraham became himself through the 

lessons from his life. Father, the foundation under everything is faith, and so that is the logical place for 

us to start talking about how we can become ourselves. I know that there are men here with heavy 

burdens, as well as men who feel like they are on top of the world this morning.  

Lord, for those of us who have these burdens and feel like it will never come together, I pray You will use 

these words from Your Scripture and burn them into the hearts of all of us. If we will believe You and 

put our trust in You, even when things look unbelievable, You will deliver all of Your promises, one 

blessing after another.  

Lord, for the man who has been thinking about making a flawed decision, I pray You would impress on 

his heart that he should give it a few more years. If he is thinking about divorcing his wife I pray he 

would give it a few more years. Help him to see that things will be a lot different in a couple of years. We 

pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 


